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MINOR NOTICES. 



Recent Fiction — In "Don Orsino" (New York, Mac- 
millan & Co.) Mr. Marion Crawford has wound up his tri- 
logy — which, by the way, he may make a tetralogy — of 
grandfather, father, and grandson, bringing the fortunes of 
"Saracinesca" and "Sanf Ilario" down perilously near to 
the year of grace, 1893. The scene is, of course, laid in 
Rome, and much of the interest of the book will be found to 
lie in the description of the recent land speculations in the 
Eternal City. Mr. Crawford evidently knows Rome well, and, 
as our readers are doubtless aware, he knows some other things 
very well — human nature for instance. He knows also how 
to write decent English as well as how to turn out a surpris- 
ingly large number of novels. If he had not committed the 
fault of concentrating the interest of his story too much 
toward the close, instead of distributing it throughout his 
thick volume, we should commend his last novel unreserv- 
edly. As it is, it is well worth reading, especially by those 
who are already acquainted with the facile author, who has 
recently informed an interviewer that he chooses foreign sub- 
jects because he knows them best, and not because he thinks 
his American countrymen uninteresting. He doubtless has 
Cooper's fate in his mind's eye and does not intend to give 
the American philistine a chance to raise his war-cry. 

Miss McClelland's latest story, "Manitou Island" (New 
York, Henry Holt & Co.) is sufficiently curious and interest- 
ing to be acceptable to the uncritical reader who wishes to 
while away an hour or two. It will not stand close criticism, 
however, with regard either to its matter or manner of evolu- 
tion. Miss McClelland does not write with her eye on the 
object to be described, nor does she write simply and clearly 
about that which she knows best. Hence the incidents of her 
story, nay her very descriptive passages even have an air of 
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unreality which suggests the first attempt of an untrained 
writer rather than the work of an author who can name five 
of her own books on her title page.- 

Mrs. W. K. Clifford's latest volume, "The Last Touches 
and Other Stories," (New York, Macmillan & Co.,) is in every- 
way a good piece of work. She writes excellent English, 
and she has a wonderful insight into human nature — espe- 
cially women. Her men are not, as a rule, pleasant creatures, 
and she certainly believes in the truth of the adage about 
the course of true love not running smooth. Still one enjoys 
her stories even while protesting against the ultra frankness 
of her realism. That she can, however, let the breath of 
romance blow through her pages is clear to everyone who 
will take the trouble to read the tale in this collection enti- 
tled "Thomas." It is one of the most charming short sto- 
ries we have read for many a day, and should alone suffice 
to give this volume a large sale. 

WE have on our table Mathew's "English Grammar with 
Selections," (Boston, Heath,) — "Christ Church in the Revo- 
lution," and other addresses and sermons by the learned 
Bishop of Iowa — Hodge's "The Episcopal Church," and 
Whiton's "Gloria Patri," (New York, Whittaker,)— " Old 
South Leaflets," (Boston, Heath,) a valuable series — "The 
Book of the Unveiling," (London, S. P. C. K., New York, 
E. & J. B. Young,) — "The Greek Devotions of Launcelot 
Andrews," (same publishers) — "The Catholicos of the East 
and his People," — (same publishers) — "Colonial Church His- 
tories, Eastern Canada and Newfoundland," (same publishers) 
an interesting and valuable book which we cordially com- 
mend — Sheldon's "American History," (Boston, Heath,) 
useful — "French Composition," (same publishers) — Spears' 
"Leaves and Grasses," (same publishers) — Osthaus' edition 
of Eichendorf's "Taugenichts," (same publishers) — Kelsey's 
"Select Orations and Letters of Cicero," (Boston, Allyn and 
Bacon) — Baring-Gould's "Through all the Changing Scenes 
of Life," Maud Carew's "Stupid Chris," May Poynter's 
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"A Merry Heart," — all S. P. C. K. publications and ex- 
cellent stories for the young — F. Horace Teall's "English 
Compound Words and Phrases," (New York, Funk and Wag- 
nails,) a very serviceable book which continues the good 
work this author has been doing on an important but much 
neglected subject — "Eleusis and Lesser Poems," (Chicago, 
McClurg) in which Mr. William Rufus Perkins gives us to 
know that he has read Tennyson's "In Memoriam" with ap- 
preciation, if not with profit — "Lyrics, Idyls and Fragments," 
the posthumous poems of Joseph H. Armstrong, an old Se- 
wanee student, well edited by Norman de Lagiitry and de- 
serving the pious care — Bass's "Nature Stories for Young 
Readers," (Boston, Heath,) — Winslow's "The Queen of 
Egyptology," a well deserved tribute to the late Miss Ame- 
lia B. Edwards, reprinted from The American Antiquarian — 
"The Anthropology of Evolutionism and the Bible," by the 
Rev. Professor Duffield, of Princeton — "Shall Virginians write 
Virginian History and "Woman's Place in XlXth Century 
Literature," two excellent papers by Professor John B. Hen- 
neman, of Hampden-Sidney College. 

We have for further review "The Best Letters of Shelley," 
edited by S. C. Hughson, "References for Literary Workers," 
by Henry Matson, "Some American Churchmen," by F. C. 
Morehouse, "A Short History of German Literature," by 
Professor Hosmer, " Gospel Criticism," by Orello Cone, D.D., 
"Goethe's Faust, Part I.," edited by Professor Calvin Thomas, 
"A History of German Literature," by Professor Bernhardt, 
and other volumes. 



